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Golden New Era 

Golden, Illinois 

Thursday, December 16, 1915 

 

H. (Harm) H. (Henrich) EMMINGA PIONEER AND BANKER IS DEAD 
 

Golden Sustains Big Loss in the Passing of Its Foremost Citizen and Business Man 

 

He was a Friend to Everyone, Ever Ready to Help in Any Worthy Cause 

 

Harm H. Emminga, pioneer Golden resident, banker, village sage, business man, church 

man, traveler, historian, scholar, and esteemed citizen, died last Thursday evening at 

7:35.  Death came at his home in Golden with the members of his immediate family at 

his bedside.  The passing was not unexpected.  Gradually the body grew weaker and 

gently the spirit took flight.   

 

Harm H. Emminga died in Golden as he wished.  He died in the village in whose devel-

opment he had such a personal and vital part, which he saw grow from a settlement of 

few houses to a substantial business community in which he spent most of his life and 

where he made his comfortable fortune.  He was Golden’s first citizen, the man about 

whom for more than a generation most of the activities of that section centered.  He was 

the business counselor and the person friend of Golden’s citizens.   

 

Mr. Emminga suffered severely with gallstones for about six months, during which time he consulted many 

surgeons.  Finally on October 9 of this year, he went to Blessing Hospital in Quincy, Illinois, and an explora-

tory operation was performed by Dr. W. S. Knapheide with five surgeons as assistants and consultants.  They 

discovered an inoperable malignant disease of the liver.  For five weeks he was at the hospital, but the physi-

cians agreed that recovery was impossible, and the patient desired to be taken to his old home in Golden.  He 

was resigned, and feeling the death was but a matter of a few weeks, he preferred to die amid the surroundings 

where he had spent almost all the days of his life.  On November 10, he was taken to his home.  A trained 

nurse from Quincy went to Golden to care for him and all that medical care, skilled nursing and the ministra-

tion of members of the family and other relatives and friends could do was done for him, but all to no avail.  

During the days just past, he hovered between life and death, and it was known by those nearest to him that 

death was not far away. 

 

Harm H. Emminga was born December 25, 1850, at Wiesens, Ost-

friesland, Germany.  His parents were Hinrich R. Emminga and Marga-

retha nee Franzen, who left the Fatherland the latter part of 1851.  The 

trip to New Orleans required twelve weeks.  About the middle of Feb-

ruary 1852, they came to Adams County where they settled in the 

Golden prairie. 

 

Hinrich R. Emminga was a millwright and built the first windmill in 

the neighborhood, a task which required two years, as he had to do all 

the work alone, assisted only by Mrs. Emminga.  This windmill was 

completed in 1854.  In the course of time he built several windmills 

and conducted the milling business until 1863, when he with his family 

returned to the Fatherland, where his wife died in 1868.  Four years 

later in 1872, Hinrich R. Emminga came to this country for a second time, but again returned to the Fatherland 

in 1879 where he remained until his death, which occurred in 1888. 

 

 

Hinrich (Henry) Reemts Emminga  
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Harm H. Emminga, who in 1872 was married to Miss Marie Gem-

bler, daughter of John Jacob Gembler, San Antonio, Texas, one of 

the old pioneers of Texas, remained in Adams County, and be-

came one of the most prominent citizens and business men of 

Golden.  He also was a miller, but had to give up this occupation 

on account of his failing health.  In 1879 he became a grain dealer, 

in which business he was so successful that the years later in 1889 

he was enabled to erect a flouring mill with all the latest improve-

ments, and a capacity of 200 barrels of flour a day.  He looked for 

a market for the product of his New Era Mill in foreign countries, 

and found it in the West Indies, also in England, France, Holland, 

and other countries.   

 

Golden, a prosperous business place, having no bank, Mr. Emminga, on July 1, 1894, opened the People’s Ex-

change Band, which venture proved a great success.  As the business of the bank grew steadily, Mr. Emminga 

in 1905 erected a new bank building, covering an area of 40x50 feet, and modern in every respect. 

 

While Harm H. Emminga, to use a phrase often heard in this country, might be called a self-made man, he was 

more than that, he was an ideal character, one of the kind that is comparatively rare.  Plain and unassuming in 

appearance, he was a man of ideals and had a great mind.  His ancestors went by the name of Emmins.  Ubbo 

Emmins, who lived from 1547 to 1625, was a celebrated historian, whose works are considered as authority in 

the history of Ost-Friesland. 

 

Harm H. Emminga traveled considerably in the course of years partly on account of his business and partly for 

pleasure, from an inclination to see and learn something of the world and its people.  He crossed the Atlantic 

between America and Europe a number of times.  Five years ago, he took a trip to Palestine and the Holy 

Land, the Land of the Bible, the land where the scenes of the oldest history of the human race are enacted.  Mr. 

Emminga spent three months on that trip, leaving Golden on 

March 9 and returning on June 10, 1910.  His trip at that time 

was of a philanthropic nature, he being interested in the work of 

Dr. Schneller, the founder of the Syrian Orphan Home at Jeru-

salem, a work to which Mr. Emminga in the course of years had 

contributed considerable of his means. During that trip he vis-

ited not only the Holy Land, but also a number of other coun-

tries in Asia and Africa, and wrote quite lengthy account of his 

observations in those countries; more than 100 articles, which 

appeared in different papers in this country and Germany, 

proved interesting to thousands of readers.   

 

Mr. Emminga was a friend of books, and over the years acquired a great collection 

of valuable works and rare old books, which would prove of inestimable value to the 

library of some college.  Having furnished many articles to the literature of the day, 

he of late was at work on a history of Golden and the colony of Frisians, who have 

done so much to develop that garden spot of Adams County, and it was his earnest 

desire to complete that work. 

 

Harm H. Emminga was a valued member of the Lutheran church, a man of rare in-

tellect, of a charitable and philanthropic nature, who spent a great deal of his time 

and means for such purposes.  He is survived by his widow, one son, John J. Em-

minga, cashier of the People’s Exchange Bank, and one daughter, Miss Margaret 

Emminga.   
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Harm H. Emminga needs no monument to perpetuate his memory with hundreds of people, business men and 

farmers whom he assisted when they were in need and helped them to help themselves.  In every movement 

for good in Golden and vicinity he was always found among the leaders regardless of creed or political faith.  

And that is not all:  dozens of acts of charity, philanthropy and benevolence in all parts of the world, he was 

the author of.  He was a man that had traveled much and thought much and was not narrow in his views; he did 

not make a show of his gifts but wished nothing mentioned of his acts and many of his acts of charity and 

kindness will never be known.   

 

He has been one of the most prominent men in the business interest of Golden for a number of years—born we 

might say in poverty, he carved out for himself a business career that few ever attain.  He has not been charged 

with crookedness and all this world’s goods that he possessed were honestly earned.  He left for his family and 

his son John in Particular, a heritage of a good name, unpolluted and untarnished and a business that stands 

today on the foundation of honesty. 

 

Golden and all Adams County and even more remote places will miss him, and his memory will be silent in-

spiration to those who knew him in this life. 

 

The funeral services were held in the Immanuel Church Sunday afternoon, Reverend Lindemann officiating, in 

both the English and German languages.  The pall bearers were six of the gentlemen who were employees of 

the deceased:  F. E. Sahland, Richard Rademacher, Henry Gerdes, Ekke Flesner, Anton Rosenboom, and Al-

bert Janssen.  Beautiful floral offerings given by friends and the business men covered the casket and beauti-

fied the chancel.  The church was crowded to its utmost capacity, and then only half of the people could gain 

admission.  Fully 1,000 people viewed the remains and took the last look at him who had done so much for the 

village of Golden and for many other parts of the world.   

 

Those who attended the funeral from Quincy were Ed Sohm, W. H. Govert, Geo. W. Govert, H. C. Sprick, 

Walter Heidbreder, J. R. Pearce, Frantk Tenk, Rulolph Tenk, Joseph L. Thomas, George Janssen and wife, 

John Thomas, Henry Bornmann; also Henry Herron of Hannibal, Henry Heinicke of Rush Mill, Mo., Mr. Zim-

merman of Willington, Kan., and Louis Gembler of Newkirk, Oklahoma, the latter a brother-in-law of the de-

ceased, and a large number of friends from neighboring towns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother-Father-Daughter 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Cemetery 

Golden, Illinois 


